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Rose Hill: The Next Chapter 

It was sad to see the historic Rose Hill Resort on South Lindstrom Lake 

close a few years back.  Rose Hill was the last survivor of the lakeshore 

resorts that made our area popular with tourists beginning as early as 

the 1890s.  The death of owner Alan Davis, aging buildings and an inad-

equate wastewater treatment system helped determine the fate of 

Rose Hill Resort, forcing its closure in 2013.  The property went up for 

sale and there was much uncertainty about what would happen to the 

beautiful grounds and prime shoreline. Now we have some answers: 

Hearth Development, a Stillwater-based company, purchased the 

property and will develop an 87-unit senior housing project called Rose 

Hill Senior Living. 

The Rose Hill story exemplifies two current Minnesota trends, the de-

cline of lakeshore resorts and the increasing need for senior housing.  

According to the StarTribune, “for decades, the number of resorts in Min-

nesota has been eroding . . . the total fell 19 percent from 2004 to 2014, 

state data show, from 983 to 800.” 

In many cases, aging resort cabins get torn down and replaced with larger 

lake homes. In the case of Rose Hill, the increasing demand for senior hous-

ing comes into play.  This trend is fueled by the large number of aging baby 

boomers and their desire to avoid traditional nursing homes.  A 2015 sur-

vey found that only 3% of baby boomers would choose a nursing home.  

Most prefer some form of assisted living or services provided at home 

when they reach the point where they might need, or want, some help 

with medical issues  or the chores of daily life. 

Rose Hill Senior Living will include independent senior rental, assisted living 

and memory care services.  According to Heather Harstad, the Operations 

Manager of Hearth Development, the project isn’t fully designed yet, but 

the company plans to pay homage to our area’s Swedish heritage with a 

traditionally Scandinavian exterior.   

Summer 2017 

A few years after its closure, this is what 

Rose Hill Resort looks like now. Demolition 

of the aging buildings is scheduled to begin 

this year.  See Page 3 for details on what’s 

next at Rose Hill. 
Continue Reading on next page 



 

For more information, or to join the wait 
list, contact Deb Bland, the Hearth Devel-
opment sales and outreach liaison at 
deb@hearthdevelopment.com or call here 
at 651-408-5633.  Hearth Development 
currently has five senior living facilities 
with three more in the works.  For more 
information on Hearth, visit their website 
at: www.hearthdevelopment.com. 

Rose Hill Senior Living will bring 25-30 
fulltime equivalent jobs to our area. It is 
also likely to give an economic boost to 
area hotels, restaurants and shops from 
people visiting residents. 

Ki-Chi-Saga, or the Big Lake, or whatever 
you call our beautiful chain of lakes, has 
seen a lot of changes since Daniel 
Lindstrom settled here.  The next chapter 
at Rose Hill is another in that inevitable 
succession of change. While it’s sad that 
the resort days are over on our lakes, it’s 
good to know that we can live out our 
lives on these lakes if we choose.  From 
the looks of things, it appears we’ll be liv-
ing in style! 

 

2 

Rose Hill Senior Living 

Pictured is Bel Rae Senior Living in Mounds View, one of Hearth 

Development’s five existing senior living projects (3 more are in 

the works). Plans for Rose Hill Senior Living aren’t yet complete, 

but Hearth Development would like the exterior of the building to 

give a nod to our areas’ Swedish heritage.  Below are the lobby 

and deck of other Hearth Development senior living projects. 

Photos this page courtesy of Hearth Development. 

Rose Hill Senior Living will include 87 
units, 18 of which are devoted to memory 
care.  The other units will be a combina-
tion of studios (most of which are for 
memory care), 1 bedroom, 1 bedroom 
plus den, and 2 bedroom/2 bath floor 
plans.  All independent and assisted living 
units will feature full-sized kitchens and 
ample storage, most will have in-unit 
laundry and dishwashers, and many will 
feature lake views and/or private balco-
nies.   

Residents will be able to take advantage 
of a dock and walking paths that will make 
the most of the lake setting. 

Demolition of the existing resort buildings 
will take place this summer and fall.  
Hearth Development plans to begin pre-
paring the site for an early Spring of 2018 
start date and Spring of 2019 opening.   

http://www.hearthdevelopment.com


 

“Hearth Development and Nottingham Construction 
pride ourselves in being good neighbors - eliminating 
site runoff, responsibly collecting waste, and properly 
staging materials and parking are all key to that, but 
it’s even more critical near a body of water.  
 
Jim Swanberg, our job superintendent, actually lives 
on South Lindstrom so he is extremely vested in this 
effort!” 

    - Heather Harstad, Hearth Development 

Minimal Impact       
Design Standards 

The City of Lindstrom 

was Minnesota’s first 

adopter of something 

called MIDS, or Minimal 

Impact Design Standards. 

MIDS ensures that build-

ers and the City work 

together to keep our lake 

water clean during the 

construction process. 

MIDS also requires prop-

erty plans to include fea-

tures that allow less 

stormwater runoff once 

the project is complete. 

The Chisago Lakes Lake 

Improvement District 

(LID) was instrumental in 

providing funding for the 

development of MIDS. 

Besides Lindstrom, Cen-

ter City has also adopted 

the new standards and 

Chisago City is consider-

ing adopting MIDS. 

Look here for more infor-

mation on MIDS. 

The Rose Hill property may look small from the lake, but it’s deep, extending all 

the way back to the frontage road next to Highway 8.  The parcel boundaries are 

in the light blue lines within the red circle.  According to Chisago County records, 

the three Rose Hill parcels total almost 4.5 acres.  The property was part of Chisa-

go Lakes Township but has been annexed by the City of Lindstrom.  City sewer 

will solve past wastewater runoff problems and benefit lake water quality. 

Rose Hill Water Quality Considerations 
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http://www.co.chisago.mn.us/DocumentCenter/View/7062


 

Ten years before Lindstrom 

was incorporated in 1894, 

the Lake View Hotel put our 

lakes on the map as a prime 

tourist destination.  Tourists 

came from the Twin Cities 

and far away places like Chi-

cago and Detroit. 

The train stopped at Russell 

Beach, letting off tourists 

who were often met by re-

sort owners to make the final 

leg of their journey by boat. 

Over the years, resort owners 

battled fires, low water lev-

els, two world wars and the 

Great Depression.  By the 

1960s, cars pulling campers 

became the preference for 

family travel and lakeshore 

resorts began to give way to 

lake homes.  

 Rose Hill Resort was the last 

survivor on our lakes.  Other 

South Lindstrom Lake resorts 

included  the Peninsula Hotel 

(later called the Dinnerbel, 

then Meredee’s), Cape Horn, 

Russell Beach and Kline’s 

Beach.    

North Lindstrom Lake was 

home to Lake View Hotel 

with it’s Lake View Pavilion. 

Chisago Lake resorts included 

the Dahl House, Paradise Re-

sort, Willoughby Cottages, 

King’s Bluff, Squirrel Beach  

and Schlimmer’s Hotel. 

 The Resort Days on Our Lakes 
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The Lake View Hotel stood 

roughly where the Highway 

8 split pairs meet on the 

west side but was consid-

ered to be on North 

Lindstrom Lake.  It opened in 

1884 and burned in 1915. 

This is how the Peninsula Hotel 

(Dinnerbel) on South Lindstrom 

Lake looked in about 1915.  It’s 

grand opening ball was in May  

of 1889. 

Russell Beach on South 

Lindstrom Lake featured great 

swimming, boating and fishing.  

It was the first resort tourists 

saw when they stepped off the 

train. 

 

The Dahl House lasted from 1891 

to 1940.  It famously created a 

dance pavilion when Chisago Lake 

water levels got too low.  The 

sometime there ‘dance hall island’ 

is currently under water. 

Photos this page from the Minne-

sota Historical Society. 



 

CLLA Mission Statement  

The mission of the Chisago-Lindstrom Lakes Association is to represent the interests of 

lakeshore owners,  preserve the quality of lake living,  protect water quality of the lakes,  pro-

mote safe and balanced use of the lakes’ natural resources, and ensure environmentally sound 

lakeshore use and  development. 

President’s Message          Mary Kay Ripp 
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The part I love best about volunteering for our Lake Association is talking with members 

and the general public about our lakes.  One member inquired about the green “blob-

like” substance that was present when the ice went out this year.  According the Minne-

sota DNR, this type of algae is prevalent in phosphorus-rich lakes usually during the 

warm summer months.  Called filamentous algae, this  algae starts growing on the 

bottom and as it gains buoyancy, rises to the surface. Due to the lack of snow cover and 

early ice out, the algae was able to start growing faster. Algal blooms are the result of an excess of nutri-

ents (particularly phosphorus and nitrogen) in water bodies. To help reduce the amount of phosphorus 

in our lakes you should apply lawn fertilizer only as needed and reduce the amount of direct run-off 

from your property. 

 Another member contacted us with concerns about erosion on their steep slope that goes directly 
down to the water’s edge.  They worked with Casey Thiel at Chisago County Soil and Water Conservation 
District to landscape their property to eliminate the run-off.   You can contact Casey at 651/674-2333 or 
email her at casey.thiel@mn.nacdnet.net.   The Chisago County Lakes Improvement District has grant 
money available for these types of improvements. Feel free to contact the LID’s Water Resource 
Specialist, Susanna Wilson Withowski for more information (651-213-8380 or 
Susanna.Wilson@chisagocounty.us). 

We had concerns from another member regarding their neighbor’s project that was constructed within 
the 75 foot set-back from the ordinary-high water mark. Please remember that the DNR has rules and 
regulations regarding what you can and cannot do to your shoreline.  A good online reference can be 
found at http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/waters/shoreline_alteration.html. 

As always, feel free to contact the CLLA with your questions and concerns. Our new website has a com-
ment page that makes it very easy for you to contact us.  Bookmark this link to our new site: https://clla-
lakes.com. Email us at chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com or visit our Facebook Page.  Don’t forget 
to post pictures on our Facebook Timeline of your favorite lake scenes. See you on the lakes! 

CLLA 2016  
Upcoming 

Events 

4th of July Boat Parade 2 pm July 4th South Lindstrom Lake 

Harmony in the Park   

Water Festival 

6:30 pm July 5th Lion’s Park 

Sunset Flotilla Sunset July 8th South Lindstrom Lake 

Karl Oskar Days Booth  July 14-16th Memorial Park 

Sunset Flotilla Sunset August 12th Chisago Lake 

Ki Chi Saga Days Booth  August 19-20th Railroad Park 

Regular Meeting 7-8 pm September 5th Meredee’s Bistro 

Regular Meeting 7-8 pm November 7th Meredee’s Bistro 

tel:6516742333
mailto:Susanna.Wilson@chisagocounty.us
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/waters/shoreline_alteration.html
https://clla-lakes.com
https://clla-lakes.com
mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com


 

Clean Streets Make 
For Cleaner Water 

Keeping grass clippings 

on your lawn allows 

them to provide fertilizer 

for your grass instead of 

growing algae in the lake. 

Mowing inward for the 

first couple of passes 

near the street or drive-

way is the easiest way to 

keep clippings on the 

lawn.  Using a leaf blower 

or broom to put them 

clippings back where 

they belong are also 

good options. 

If you mow near the 

shoreline, it is especially 

important to control clip-

pings. 

Grass baggers can bring 

clippings to the compost 

site which is now open 3 

times a week.  Check 

here for more info. 

Carp Fest 2017 

The eight annual carp bow fishing 

tournament sponsored by Frankie’s 

Marine and the Chisago Lakes Lions 

began at 10 p.m. on June 2nd with 

the weigh-in taking place the fol-

lowing morning. Carp Fest founder 

Stephen Levey noted that this was 

the first year in the history of the 

tournament that the weather co-

operated.  The clear, calm condi-

tions overnight helped bow fishers 

remove nearly 1,000 rough fish 

from Chisago County Lakes. 

The largest carp taken was 38.25 

pounds.  Six other boats hauled in 

carp over 30 pounds.  The largest 

carp taken from our lakes was a  26 

pounder from Chisago Lake.  The 

team with the most fish got 114!   

The rules of the contest changed 

this year to allow  bow fishers to 

select any body of water within the 

County.  In past years they were 

assigned a lake in the Chain of 

Lakes.  The largest fish came from 

lakes in the northern part of the 

County which had not previously 

been fished. So, the good news  is 

that the contest seems to be work-

ing.  Lakes that have been involved 

in the previous seven years  had 

fewer and smaller carp this year. 

We know the lights on carp fishing 

boats can be annoying, but bow 

fishers do us a great service by re-

moving these invasive fish. 
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In the eight years of the Carp Bow Fishing contest, both the boats 
and the apparel have become more elaborate.  Specially designed 
carp boats can reach the $40,000 range. 

http://www.cityoflindstrom.us/pdf-files/CompostSite.pdf
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Zebra Mussels are in the area!  They were detected 

in Forest Lake in 2015 and the population there is 

rapidly increasing.  The illustration below shows 

that in one of the square meter test plots in Forest 

Lake, 25 zebra mussels were found in 2015.  By 

2016, that number had increased to 33,806!  

The Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research 

Center at the University of Minnesota has been 

busy analyzing zebra mussel population DNA to 

look for methods of control and to determine how 

spread occurs between lakes. The researchers 

found that contrary to popular belief, zebra mus-

sels are spread from one local lake to another, not 

from “super-spreader” lakes like Mille Lacs.  The 

reason may be that watercraft inspections and oth-

er PR methods increase awareness making boaters 

more careful when leaving a perceived super-

spreader lake.  Boaters may be less aware as they 

move between local lakes. 

Is Forest Lake a super-spreader or a local lake for 

us?  Probably both.  Chisago County and the DNR 

have stepped up boat inspections and awareness 

efforts.  Chisago County watercraft inspectors 

logged over 7300 hours and inspected over 

10,000 boats last year.  3043 of those inspections 

were done at the Chisago/Lindstrom access.  As 

you can see from the graph, Forest Lake accesses 

and our Chisago/Lindstrom access received a lot 

of attention in terms of hours.  So, hopefully, the 

infestation at Forest Lake is getting super-

spreader-type attention and boaters will take 

care not to spread zebra mussels to our lakes. 

Zebra Mussels, Forest Lake & Us 

The image above details the spread of zebra mussels in Forest lake between 
2015 , when they were discovered and 2016.  See page 8 for a photo of a zebra 
mussel detection device. 

By Gary Schumacher 

Continued on page 8 



 

Boating Reminders 

Give Way 

Motorized boats must al-

ways give way to 

nonmotorized boats.   

With the increasing num-

ber of kayaks on the water 

trail, this is important. 

Slow No Wake 

A slow no wake zone is 

always in effect in the en-

tire Moonlight Bay (from 

Beach Park all the way 

through the Highway 8 

bridge), and in the channel 

between South Lindstrom 

and Chisago Lakes.   

The entirety of Kroon Lake 

shoreline is also a  Slow No 

Wake Zone because the 

lake has reached it’s  ordi-

nary high water level. 

Zebra Mussels (continued from Page 7) 

Our bigger danger of zebra mussel 

spread may be in the moving around 

boat lifts, docks and anything else that 

spends time in the water or holds lake 

water.  Inspections at the accesses aren’t 

going to help with non-boat items.  We 

need to be the inspectors.  Anything 

that’s been in another lake, especially  

infested water, should be dry and out of 

the water a couple of weeks before it 

goes in our lakes.  Be sure to check inside 

poles or other places that might retain 

water or even dampness. 

While no infestation of zebra mussels has 

been successfully halted, the DNR and 

researchers continue to hone methods 

aimed at early detection and eradication.  

The Chisago Lakes Lake Improvement Dis-

trict (LID) has created a Zebra Mussel Pre-

vention, Detection and Rapid Response 

Plan which you can view here. The early 

detection part of the plan relies on sam-

plers which are normally tied beneath 

docks.  The smooth surfaces are felt each 

week for bumps.  Baby zebra mussels 

are too small to see, so feeling for 

them allows for the earliest detec-

tion.  The CLLA currently has 7 sam-

plers distributed around our lakes.  

We are always looking for more peo-

ple willing take part.  Email us if you 

are willing to help. 

7 zebra mussel detectors are 
currently in CLLA lakes. 
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Don’t by loony, pay your dues! 

http://www.chisagocounty.us/documentcenter/view/7726
mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com?subject=I%20Want%20to%20Help


 

Purple Loosestrife: 

Are We Winning? 
Our shorelines seem to have 

much less Purple Loosestrife 

this year.  Maybe our control 

efforts of the past few years 

are paying off, or maybe we 

got lucky. Purple Loosestrife 

needs ‘wet feet’ but can’t 

grow in deep water so our 

changing water levels likely are 

helping control this very inva-

sive plant.  Purple Loosestrife 

produces many seeds that stay 

viable for years so we need to 

stay on the lookout and keep 

pulling! 

The plants are blooming now 

and will continue all summer.   

2017 CLLA Invasive Weed Treatment  

  AIS Treatment Treated Total DNR LID CLLA   

 Curly-leaf  Acres Cost Grant Grant Share  

  South Lindstrom  4.8 $1,992.00 $225.00 $1,693.20 $73.80   

  Kroon  5.3 $1,881.50 $265.00 $1,599.28 $17.22   

  Chisago  10.4 $3,692.00 $780.00 $2,912.00 $0.00   

          

  Totals 20.5 $7,565.50 $1,270.00 $6,204.48 $91.02   

                

Every summer the CLLA Aquatic Invasive Weeds Team inspects 

our lakes and plan where AIS treatments should take place the 

following year.  The process of applying for treatment grants be-

gins in January so we are forced to plan ahead and make some 

educated guesses.  Plans for 2017 treatment included 20.5 acres 

of Curly-leaf Pondweed on three CLLA lakes and 11.6 acres Eura-

sian Watermilfoil on Chisago Lake.  To say this planning is not an 

exact science is an understatement.  There are several things that 

impact the AIS weed growth from year to year including: water 

levels, effectiveness of the last year’s treatment, snow on the ice 

(impacting light beneath the surface) and the length of ice cover. 

All the Curley-leaf Pondweed treatments for which the CLLA ap-

plied for grants and permits were approved by the DNR.  The 

spraying was completed by Lakes Management in May as shown 

on the map on Page 9.   

The CLLA treatment plan for Eurasian Watermilfoil targeted an 

area South of Paradise Park and an area along the Southwest 

shore of Chisago Lake starting 150 feet from shore.  Both areas 

were plagued by Watermilfoil in the past few years. The DNR in-

spected these areas this Spring and permits to treat were not ap-

proved.  Our AIS committee subsequently inspected the areas and 

agreed with the DNR because there was very little Eurasian Wa-

termilfoil detected.   

Along the shore of Southwest Chisago Lake (within 150 feet of 

shore), it appears there is only a very small amount of Eurasian 

Watermilfoil re-growing so prior treatment appears to be having a 

continued impact. 

If you see any lake or shoreline weed that you are concerned 

about please notify the CLLA AIS team using the CLLA's email ad-

dress.  The AIS team works closely with the DNR monitoring and 

trying to control the spread of AIS.   

AIS Treatment Cost Share for 2017 
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mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com?subject=Weed%20Treatment
mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com?subject=Weed%20Treatment


 

2017 Invasive Weed Treatment -Curly Leaf Pondweed 

Curly-leaf Pondweed was treated in South Lindstrom Lake,  Chisago Lake and Kroon Lake as indicated on the map 

above.  The CLLA AIS team (especially John Eret and Gary Schumacher) does a great job of scouting for AIS infesta-

tions, but they rely on CLLA member to report new infestations.  Email them if you see something. 
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mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com?subject=Weed%20Treatment


 

4th of July  
Boat Parade 
2017 Winners  
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Most Spirit—Dobratz Group 

Honorary Grand Marshall 



 

Full Moon 
Flotilla 
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Introducing the Chisago-Lindstrom Lakes Association’s  

Sunset 

Flotillas 
Summer second Saturdays 

at sunset in the middle of 

the lake. 

 

BYO Beverages and Snacks. 

 

Boat ropes and bumpers 
are a good idea. 

 

July 8: South Lindstrom 

August 12: Chisago Lake 

A Purely Social CLLA Event 



 

Miss the CLLA 

Annual Meeting? 
If you missed the big annual 

meeting on May 6th, you not 

only missed a lot of interesting 

information and some great 

homemade cookies (thanks 

volunteers!), you missed your 

chance to pay your annual 

CLLA dues!   

Fortunately, you can still send 

a $30 check to: 

CLLA 
P O Box 44 
Lindstrom, MN 55045 

CLLA Gear: You Know You Want It 

The CLLA now has polo shirts 
and hats available featuring 
our new loon and lotus logo! 

We have limited supplies on 
hand, but we can order any-
thing for you. Send us an 
email if you’re interested. 

Women’s Polo Shirt $25 

Men’s Polo Shirt $25 

Hats   $20 

Boat Flags  $20 
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Facebook gives the CLLA a great opportunity to easily and inexpensively communicate with members and 

friends.  Please be sure to like us (or at least follow us) so you don’t miss out on information and events.   

Facebook is also a great place to share photographs.  We’d love to see your lake photos! 

www.facebook.com/ChisagoLindstromLakeAssociation/ 

Like Us and Share Your Photos 

The CLLA now has a website! Turns out 

our President, Mary Kay Ripp, isn’t just 

a terrific president, she’s also a web 

page developer—lucky us.   

 

The website is www.clla-lakes.com.   

New CLLA Website 

Lake levels on the 
Chain are higher than 
they’ve been in ten 
years, but still below 
Ordinary High Water.  
The chart below shows 
Chain ground water 
levels which have 
come up nearly 5 feet 
since our lows in 2014. 

Water Levels 

CLLA President Mary Kay Ripp models 
our new shirts and hats above.  
 
New boat flags on right are printed on 
one side and made of a sturdy nylon 
fabric. 

mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com?subject=I%20Want%20Gear
https://www.facebook.com/ChisagoLindstromLakeAssociation/
http://www.clla-lakes.com

