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INTRODUCTION TO THE CHISAGO 
LAKES WATER TRAIL 
The Chisago Lakes Water Trail is up and running!  While improvements 

will continue to be made in coming years, Labor Day of 2016 was the 

official opening of the trail.  Be sure to follow the Chisago Lakes Water 

Trail on Facebook for the latest news.  The introduction below is from the 

trail’s official website: www.chisagolakeswatertrail.com.    

 
The Chisago Lakes Area is a short 35 minute drive north from Minneapo-
lis and St. Paul, MN and is well known for our many interconnected 
lakes. The First Nation People, (Ojibway) called the lake, Kichisaga, “Fair 
and Lovely Water” which a clerk misspelled to “Chisago”. 

Throughout the Chisago Lakes Area we are blessed with beautiful lakes 
and rivers. In summer, we and our visitors enjoy fishing, boating, sailing 
and canoeing and in the winter we ice fish, snowmobile and ski. 

Our desire is to expand and formalize a water trail to increase our rec-
reational opportunities and get youth and adults outside and exercising. 

The MN State Water Trails system began in 1963, and is the first and 
largest in the nation. Water Trails are recreational routes on waterways 
that are managed for canoeing, kayaking, paddle boards and camping. 
State Water Trails are located throughout MN and provide paddling op-
portunities for all ability levels. The MN DNR and its local partners man-
age more than 4,500 miles of mapped routes in MN, with more than 
1,500 facilities (public accesses, campsites, rest areas and portages). 

In order to attract attention and expand the use of Water Trails, the MN 
DNR and its partners held the Minnesota Water Trails Tourism Summit 
in 2014 and brought together over 140 community representatives and 
paddling enthusiasts from across the country. The summit was the first 
of its kind in the nation, bringing together tourism and outdoor recrea-
tion interests to build a communities’ capacity to promote paddle 
sports. 

Chisago Lakes was represented at this summit and began development 
of our suburban, “Chisago Lakes Water Trail”. 
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CLLA 

Annual Meeting 

May 6th,  

10:30– Noon 

Chisago Co. Library 

 

Jerry Spetzman, Chisago 
County Lakes Improvement 
District Administrator will 
speak on the State of our 
Lakes and Mike Menne 
from Premier Boats will 
show us what’s new in 
pontoon boats.  The LID’s 
decontamination unit will 
be available for you to 
check out.  

Suggestions for topics 
you’d like to know more 
about may be sent to: chi-

sago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gma
il.com. 

DNR regulations state that all permanent ice houses must be off our area 

lakes by midnight Tuesday, March 7th. Weather permitting; the Lakes Area 

Coalition of Lake Associations will host their annual Ice Out Clean-Up on Satur-

day March 11th to remove any debris from the ice. We will meet at the Chi-

sago Lakes DNR Boat Launch at 1:00 p.m. Volunteers are needed to organize 

and help at the event. Contact Mary Kay Ripp at chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc 

@gmail.com if you can help. Please view our Facebook page for specific de-

tails the week prior to the event or watch for the notice in the Upcoming sec-

tion of the Chisago County Press. 

President’s Message              Mary Kay Ripp 

2017 Ice Out Clean-up 
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We are lucky that we live in a state that understands the role good water quality has in our 

lives. Lately, Governor Dayton is encouraging the public to develop a clean water ethic. 

“Clean water is your right; it’s also your responsibility,” he told members of the Minnesota 

Environmental Quality Board at their last meeting.  He would like to see local communities 

assess their own particular water problems and consider solutions.  Gov. Dayton has set a 

goal of slashing water pollution in the state 25% by 2025. In our area, pollution is caused by 

nitrogen, phosphorus, chloride from road salt, E. coli bacteria and sediment.   

So, how can you help? Start small by placing your animal’s waste in the trash, learn how little fertilizer you 

need to use on your lawn, inspect your septic system to ensure it is functioning properly and consider creating 

a natural buffer on part of your lake shore.  

I encourage everyone who lives on the lake to learn how to become a good steward of our beautiful re-

sources. Stop by the LID Booth at the Chisago Lakes Home & Business show or any of this summer’s local 

events and find out what you can do to be responsible.  Why not become active in our Lake Association? We 

need volunteers to organize and assist with the Ice Out Clean-Up and help staff the Home Show LID Booth.  

Together we can improve the water quality on our lakes. 

CLLA 2017 Upcoming Events 

Ice Out Clean-up 1 pm March 11th Chisago-Lindstrom Boat 

Landing 

Regular Meeting 6:30 -8 

pm 

April  4th Meredee’s Bistro 

Annual Meeting 10:30 - 

Noon 

May 6th Chisago County 

Library 

4th of July Boat Parade 2:00 July 4th South LLindstrom Lake 

Regular Meeting 7-8 pm September 5th Meredee’s Bistro 

Regular Meeting 7-8 pm November 6th Meredee’s Bistro 

Look for us at the Chisago Lakes Home, Garden and Business Show on March 

4th and 5th. If you can help staff the Lakes Association / LID booth, please 

contact Susanna Wilson at (651) 213-8380 or  

susanna.wilson@chisagocounty.us. 

 Chisago Lakes Home Show 

mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com
mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com
mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com
mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com?subject=I%20Want%20to%20Help
mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com?subject=I%20Want%20to%20Help


The resident pair of bald eagles on Chisago Lake has moved and 

they have new neighbors! Last spring their old nest came down in 

a rain storm but fortunately, the entire eagle family, including two 

fledglings, survived the mishap. The parents built a new nest a lit-

tle further south on the point.  In more surprising eagle news, an 

additional nest showed up north of the original nest site.  Bald ea-

gle pairs sometimes build more than one nest in their territory and 

select one when the time comes to lay eggs.  But it appears that 

both nests had eagles nearby last summer so hopefully we now 

have two nesting pairs on Chisago Lake (see map). 

Bald eagle nests are usually 4-6 feet wide and about 3 feet deep.  

Eagles make their homes in large trees like red pines in the north 

and cottonwood trees in our area. They prefer to be within a half-

mile of water and they like to be high up for the best view.  The 

nesting pair adds new sticks, moss and grass each year so it isn’t 

unusual for nests to become a victim of its own weight, which can 

often exceed 1,000 pounds and can be as much as 4,000 pounds. 

Bald eagles mate for life and each winter engage in a courtship 

flight involving cartwheels and dramatic swoops.  The female lays 

1-3 eggs which take 35 days to incubate.  Both parents help keep 

the eggs warm and dry and tend to the newly hatched eaglets.  

The babies leave the nest in 10-12 weeks but are dependent on 

their parents for food for about six months. 

Bald eagles have a normal life expectancy of about 20 years and 

reach maturity when they are around five years old.  You can tell a 

mature bird by its white head and tail.  Younger birds are various 

stages of brown and mottled white.  Young birds can be nomadic 

but as they reach adulthood they tend to search for a nesting spot 

near where they hatched.  Their parents defend their own nesting 

territory and won’t let the kids move back in during the nesting 

season.  The size of a bald eagle’s territory depends on the food 

supply.  A healthy lake with lots of fish and critters, plus large 

trees, can support multiple nests.   

Bald eagles are perhaps America’s best preservation success story.  

They were on the brink of extinction in the 1970s mainly due to 

the widespread use of the insecticide DDT which caused bird eggs 

to be thin-shelled and not viable.  As of 2007, when bald eagles 

were delisted from the Endangered Species List, there were more 

than 1300 nesting pairs in Minnesota.  Only Alaska has more.   

The Chisago Lake bald eagles are best seen from the lake with a 

pair of binoculars.  Both nests are on private property and should 

not be approached by land.   
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Bald Eagle News 

When their old nest (blue icon) fell last 

May, the bald eagle pair made a new nest 

to the south (red).  The red icon on the 

northeast shore of Chisago Lake designates 

what may be our second resident pair of 

eagles. 

Minnesota bald eagles have 
adapted to cold weather and are 
likely nesting right now.  They stay 
on their nest no matter how much 
it snows! 
 
You can watch the DNR’s eagle 
nest cam for a live stream of one 
pair’s nesting activities. http://
www.dnr.state.mn.us/features/
webcams/eaglecam/index.html 
 
(Warning: The eagle cam is sur-
prisingly entertaining & addictive.)   

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/features/webcams/eaglecam/index.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/features/webcams/eaglecam/index.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/features/webcams/eaglecam/index.html


Water Quality       
Report Card 

North Lindstrom  A- 

Kroon   B 

Chisago—North   B 

South Lindstrom  B 

Chisago-South C 

2016 Water Quality Report 

Our friends at the Chisago County Soil & Water Conservation District filed this report as part of the Lake Im-

provement District’s Annual Meeting held earlier this month.  To see more water quality improvement pro-

jects completed by the SWCD and Chisago Lakes Lake Improvement District, see the LID website. 

The historic Lelwica farm sits on the north shore of Kroon Lake.  This farmstead is the site of the original 

Kroon Family Farm.  A rural stormwater assessment was completed by the SWCD, which identified potential 

gully erosion on the site.  Together with the producer and landowner, a plan was developed to fix four ac-

tively eroding gullies that drain to either Linn or Kroon Lake.  Four water and sediment control basins 

(WASCOBs), one grassed waterway, and one diversion were included in the plan to stabilize the field.  The 

producer will not till the field in the fall, which will reduce erosion during the non-growing season. 

Together, the erosion from these gullies were contributing 38 pounds of phosphorus and 38 tons of sedi-

ment to Kroon Lake and Linn Lake.  These projects will help achieve water quality goals for Kroon Lake, Linn 

Lake, and the entire Chisago Lakes Chain of Lakes.  

The 2016 lake water quality report 

is complete and our CLLA lakes con-

tinue to trend upward.  As in past 

years, North Lindstrom Lake had 

the best overall water quality and 

the south part of Chisago Lake had 

the lowest quality water for CLLA 

lakes.  

Last year the Chisago Lakes Lake 

Improvement District  (LID) decided 

to expand the water quality moni-

toring program to include more 

area lakes.  This year’s report gives 

us our first look at how some 

neighboring lakes compare to CLLA 

lakes (see next page).  While there 

are some high quality lakes now 

included in the list of 29 local lakes, 

there are also some troubled lakes.   

The continuing monitoring of water 

quality is one way to assess the ef-

fectiveness of water quality im-

provement projects  undertaken by 

the Chisago Soil & Water Conserva-

tion District and the LID since about 

2012.  See below for one of the lat-

est projects to benefit our lakes. 

The entire 170-page report is here. 

4 

Another Water Quality Improvement Project Completed! 

Late last fall you may have noticed 

the heavy equipment completing 

this project in the fields south of 

288th Street, just off Olinda Trail.   

 

This project is entirely on private 

property, so if you want to see it, 

please do so from the road. 

http://www.co.chisago.mn.us/353/Land-Use-Practices
http://www.co.chisago.mn.us/DocumentCenter/Home/View/8074


2016 Water Quality Summary for Area Lakes 

North Lindstrom and Kroon Lakes met all the water quality standards set by the Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency in 2016.  Yay!  

North Chisago Lake did not meet the standard for either phosphorus or chlorophyll-a, however, the phosphorus 

standard for a deep lake is 40, so it was right on the line (and down from 79 in 2012).  The chlorophyll-a standard 

is 14. 

South Chisago Lake is considered a shallow lake which has a higher phosphorus MPCA standard of 60.  2016 was 

good year with an average phosphorus reading of 55.8  (down from 117 in 2012).  Chlorophyll-a is trending down-

ward in South Chisago Lake, but the standard for a shallow lake is 20 so there is room for improvement. 

Phosphorus is a key nutrient for algae growth so lower numbers mean clearer water. 
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Clean Water MN is a collaborative outreach project of the Metro Watershed Partners. They provide information to  

homeowners to keep water clean and healthy. Here’s their useful advice on how to reduce the amount of salt that 

enters our lakes.  See the Clean Water MN website for more information on this and other subjects. 

 

 

Salt can make sidewalks and roadways safer, but it also harms pets and wildlife, pollutes drinking water, and cor-

rodes buildings, cars and bridges. Use salt wisely by following these steps:  

 

1. Shovel 

Clear walkways before snow turns to ice, and before you apply 

salt. The more snow you clear manually, the less salt you’ll 

need. 

 

 

 

2. Scatter 

Use salt only where it’s critical.  When you apply salt to pave-

ment, leave plenty of space between granules.  A 12-ounce 

coffee cup of salt is enough to cover 10 sidewalk squares or a 

20-foot driveway. 

 

 

3. Switch 

Salt doesn’t melt ice if the pavement is below 15 degrees, so 

use sand for traction when it’s too cold, or choose a different 

de-icer. 

 

 

The high cost of salt  

Minnesota uses about 350,000 tons of salt a year in winter maintenance. That costs tax payers 25 million 

dollars a year, but the damages are estimated at 375 million dollars per year. That much salt permanently 

pollutes more than a quarter trillion gallons of water, affects our lakes, streams and ground water, has 

Using sidewalk salt responsibly 

http://cleanwatermn.org/
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Our system is only 35 minutes from the Twin Cities 
and boasts access to motels, restaurants, cof-

fee shops, cell phone service and delivery pizza.  
 

We’re like, “Boundary Waters Lite”.   

Chisago Lakes Water Trail (continued) 

 

Similar to the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness concept, we have 
created a smaller more accessible canoe, kayak and paddle boarding 
route complete with portages and campsites. Our system though, is only 
35 minutes from the Twin Cities and boasts access to motels, restaurants, 
coffee shops, cell phone service and delivery pizza. We’re like, “Boundary 
Waters Lite”. 
The Chisago Lakes Water Trail includes 13 miles of trails and traverses 

through 10 individual Lakes with over 5,000 acres of water and ice. Yes, 

ice! Not only is our system usable in the summer but we expect to use 

our trails and camping in the winter for snow shoeing, snowmobiling, and 

cross country skiing. Making this trail a truly multi-seasonal resource. 

From Page 1 

Get the official Water Trail 

Map & Guide in printable 

pdf form here. 

 

Or stop by the Chamber of 

Commerce office or Lind-

strom City Hall to pick up 

the paper version. 

 

For an interactive Water 

Trail Map, click here. 

 

The Chisago Lakes Water 

Trail website is here: www. 

chisagolakeswatertrail.com 

 

Follow the Chisago Lakes 

Water Trail on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/

ChisagoLakesWaterTrail/ 

 

As always, the CLLA will 

cover future Water Trail 

events on our Facebook 

page.  Be sure to Like us! 

  

Left: The official ribbon cut-

ting for the Water Trail Sys-

tem was on Labor Day as part 

of a Rendezvous event that 

brought paddlers from all 

parts of the trail to  Meredee’s 

Bistro for a  celebration. 

Below left: The trail isn’t just 

for boating!  All types of non-

motorized winter activities are 

welcome. 

Below: The official logo of the 

water trail. 

Link Up to the 

Water Trail 

http://www.chisagolakeswatertrail.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/ChisagoLakesWaterTrailMap_MAP_V6.pdf
http://www.chisagolakeswatertrail.com/water-trail-map/
http://www.chisagolakeswatertrail.com/
http://www.chisagolakeswatertrail.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ChisagoLakesWaterTrail/
https://www.facebook.com/ChisagoLakesWaterTrail/
https://www.facebook.com/ChisagoLindstromLakeAssociation/
https://www.facebook.com/ChisagoLindstromLakeAssociation/


Hungry Bears 
Black bear raids on local bird feeders were more per-

sistent than usual last summer.  Black bear sightings 

around our lakes (especially Chisago and Kroon) have 

been pretty regular over the years, but bears normally 

only come into yards looking for food in the early 

spring.  Last summer, one young black bear mapped 

out a route along the west shore of Chisago Lake that 

kept it in birdseed most of the summer.  The bear 

learned to grab entire feeders and bring them to a 

more secluded area for a private meal.  One resident 

came across a stash of broken and empty bird feeders 

in the woods near his home. 

Black bears are born in the winter and stay with their 

mother through the following winter when they must 

strike out on their own.  The mother bear, or sow, has 

1-3 cubs every two years. If the pattern holds, we 

might expect to see baby bear cubs again this year. 

The bird-food-eating bear from last summer was likely 

about 18 months old and newly on his own (see pic-

ture).  It’s easy to feel sorry for the little guy and let 

him eat in our yards, but that’s not good a good idea. 
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If there is no pic-a-nic basket to be found, a 

young bear can’t resist birdseed.  This bear 

got to be too much of a regular visitor last 

summer.  This picture was taken from inside 

the house, so he’s too close for comfort. 

chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com 

“A bear will take advantage of any foods  

available and will attempt to eat anything that 

resembles food in look, smell or taste. When 

bears find a source of food they will usually 

Bears usually avoid interaction with humans so injuries caused by bears are very rare.  Just five human inju-

ries were documented by the DNR in Minnesota between 1987 and 2014.  One researcher says a person is 

250 times more likely to get killed by lightning than by a bear.  But a bear labeled as a ‘nuisance’ may not be 

so lucky.  The DNR used to more aggressively capture and release nuisance bears and if they came back, 

they were sometimes killed.  Educating people on how to live with bears is now the preferred plan.  The 

‘education’ is pretty simple and can be summarized as “PLEASE DON’T FEED THE BEARS”.   

We should seek to avoid creating nuisance bears by removing any temptations at the first sign of a bear.  

This could include removing bird feeders, keeping garbage cans in a garage, removing compost piles and 

containers if they appear to have been tampered with.   

 



Recap of 2016  

AIS Treatment 
In 2016, the CLLA Invasive 

Weeds Subcommittee identi-

fied 9 areas in three lakes that 

needed treatment for either 

Eurasian Water Milfoil or 

Curley Leaf Pondweed.  The 

increasing lake levels made 

the DNR permitting process a 

little difficult.  We selected 6 

areas for treatment of Curley 

Leaf Pond Weed and received 

permits from the DNR for 4 of 

them.  We also selected 3 ar-

eas for treatment of Eurasian 

Water Milfoil, 2 of which got 

DNR permits.   

Special thanks to John Eret for 

his efforts in working with 

Lakes Management (the com-

pany we contract for the treat-

ment) and the DNR to get 

these areas treated.   

We need to again thank the 

residents of the southeast 

shore of Chisago Lake for do-

nating the necessary money 

for treatment of the shoreline 

in that area.  The CLLA doesn't 

have the money for this treat-

ment nor will the Chisago 

Lakes Lake Improvement Dis-

trict (LID) contribute to any 

shoreline treatment.  Over the 

last two years, these shoreline 

treatments have significantly 

reduced the Eurasian Water 

Milfoil in this area.   

CLLA Aquatic Invasive Weed Treatment Plan 
 

 

The CLLA has requested grants and permits from the DNR for treatment of 

Eurasian Water Milfoil in the areas designated in red.  The DNR will check 

each location for the presence of the weed before permits are granted. Con-

sidering the effectiveness of our past Eurasian Water Milfoil treatments 

along the southwest shoreline, we are shifting treatments to deeper water 

along the same portion of Chisago Lake, starting at 150 feet from shore so 

shoreline residents will not be asked for a financial contribution this year.  

Next year may be different.     

Report invasive weeds to the CLLA Team,  

even if you aren’t sure about what you see: 

chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gamil.com 
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2017 Invasive Weed Proposed 
Treatment of Curly-Leaf Pondweed 

In 2017, CLLA proposes to continue our channel maintenance by treating  22.7 acres of Curley Leaf Pond 

Weed (see red areas above).   Again this year the DNR has a limited amount money available for grants.  

The grant program opened Friday, January 23, at 10:30 a.m. and our application was submitted by 11:00.  

The money was fully allocated and the program was closed on the next Monday at 2:00 p.m.  Lakes Man-

agement was instrumental in getting our grant application submitted in a timely fashion and has been a 

great partner in this process. 
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By Gary  

Schumacher 



LED Boat Lights . . . Lovely! . . . Legal?  
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From the DNR: There is concern that adding lights 
can disrupt the night vision of you and others and 
that additional lights may also conflict with naviga-
tion lights. LED lights may also make it harder for a 
boater to see the navigation lights of another boat 
near or passing by your boat and this would apply 
both to when you are moving or mooring. State 
rules provide the following guidance which is being 
interpreted as not allowing lights which make it dif-
ficult to see the navigation lights or disrupt the vi-
sion of others.  

 Minnesota does not yet have a law against blue 
lights on the water but the USCG has one for flash-
ing blue lights and could enforce it on federal navi-
gable waters.  Low mounted blue lights may appear 
to be flashing in a wave environment. Boaters need 
to be able to distinguish what is a law enforcement 
boat. 
The Coast Guard has issued a Marine Safety Alert on 
decorative vs. navigation lights. It pretty much falls 
in line with recent review and discussion by Minne-
sota DNR boating staff administrators and enforce-
ment and county enforcement that "other lights 
can't interfere with navigation lights" and non-USCG 
approved lights can't be used as navigation lights. 
An example would be the boater who wants to use 
a strip of red LED's to port and green ones to star-
board. In addition this link shares BoatUS Founda-
tion’s tips for shopping or installing boat 
lights: http://www.boatus.com/pressroom/
release.asp?id=1160#.WJjcaE0zWrE. 

 

LED boat lights have sure come a 

long way in the past few years. There are 
many different ways they can be installed on 
our boats to light up the interior and exte-
rior.  They are beautiful on the water.  And, 
some uses of LEDs on boats appear to be 
legal, for the most part, in Minnesota—for 
now.   

We asked the DNR for guidance on the issue 
of LED  boat lights and the statement to the 
right is their reply.  

Looks like we may want to buy and use LEDs 
with caution for now. 

by Gary Schumacher 
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http://www.boatus.com/pressroom/release.asp?id=1160#.WJjcaE0zWrE


Paid Your Dues? 

Chisago-Lindstrom Lakes 

Association membership 

dues are payable at the 

Annual Meeting.  If you 

can’t make the meeting 

on May 6th, please send 

$30 to: 

CLLA 

P O Box 44 

Lindstrom, MN 55045 

 

Be sure to include your 

current email address so 

that we can update our 

records. 

Communicate with the 

CLLA by emailing: 

Chisago.lindstrom.lakes. 

assc@gmail.com 

Be on the Lookout for Phragmites 
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Like the CLLA on Facebook.   
Please share your pictures of life on 
our lakes on the Chisago-Lindstrom 

Lakes Association Page. 

Yet another invasive weed is threatening to cause problems for lakes.  

Phragmites can be an escapee from gardens and chokes out native 

plants in shorelines and wet areas.  Phragmites patches tend to get big-

ger and bigger each year, often doubling in size.    

 

For more information, including how to best get rid of phragmites, see 

this DNR informational page. 

chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com 

mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com?subject=General
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