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The new bridge on CR 20 opened in early July!  

During 1950’s era road construction, the channels 

between the Chisago Lakes  chain were filled in 

and low box culvert bridges were installed which 

made navigation between the lakes impossible.  

Highway 8 bridge replacements between the Cen-

ter Lakes and between North and South 

Lindstrom Lakes were the first steps in righting 

the situation. The CR 20 bridge replacement was 

the last one needed to restore the navigation 

channels between the separated lakes that make 

up the “The Big Lake”.   

Of course, restoring boat navigation was just one 

perk of  the new bridge which replaces a structure 

that some considered unsafe because of its age 

and the amount of vehicle traffic is now gets.  The 

new bridge is much wider, providing a margin of 

safety for people walking  or biking on the bridge.  

Summer 2018 

 

County Road 20 Bridge is Finished 

The height of the new bridge means that snowmobiles 

and ATVs can pass safely underneath instead of having 

to cross the road. 

The Chisago Lakes Lake Improvement District (LID) has 

taken the lead on the next potential step.  The LID is 

investigating what can be done to improve usability of  

the navigation channel between North Center and 

North Lindstrom.  Historical water level records indicate 

that larger boats have been able to navigate this chan-

nel 40% of the time, while kayaks and canoes can make 

the trip much more often.  The LID’s channel mainte-

nance plan will not cause changes in lake levels.  The 

proposed plan would widen a couple of areas to allow 

boat navigation and maybe remove plant debris. For 

more information on the LID’s work on this project, visit 

their website here: www.co.chisago.mn.us/929/North-

Center-North-Lindstrom-Channel  

http://www.co.chisago.mn.us/929/North-Center-North-Lindstrom-Channel
http://www.co.chisago.mn.us/929/North-Center-North-Lindstrom-Channel


CLLA Mission 
Statement  

The mission of the   

Chisago-Lindstrom Lakes 

Association is to repre-

sent the interests of 

lakeshore owners,       

preserve the quality of 

lake living,  protect water 

quality of the lakes,    

promote safe and bal-

anced use of the lakes’ 

natural resources, and 

ensure environmentally 

sound lakeshore use and       

development. 

Our Chisago Lindstrom Lakes Association Annual Meeting was held on May 

5th and new CLLA officers were elected.  The offices of President and Vice-

President were appointed at a subsequent Board Meeting. Congratula-

tions to the following: 

 President: Dan Lydon      VP: Chuck Mattson 

 Secretary: Mary Kay Ripp   Treasurer:  Steve Paquay 

President’s Message:  Dan Lydon 

CLLA 2018 Annual Meeting Election Results 
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It’s been a beautiful summer to be on the lakes!  The weather has been great and the lake 
levels are vastly improved from just a couple of years ago.  The ongoing work that the associ-
ation does to mitigate weeds and keep the lakes clear has had large positive results. The 
bridge on 20, “The Unity Bridge”,  has opened and soon being able to navigate over 3000 
acres of water could become a reality. The lakes- the recreational, social, and economic cen-
ter of our community- are thriving. 

 
But, the lakes are a fragile resource. Through effort (and luck) the worst invasive species have stayed out of our 
lakes, but we all need to stay vigilant. Several members of the association are receiving special training to iden-
tify invasive species and have already participated in lake surveys. Commercial and residential development 
pressure on the lakes is ramping up, and the association is active in making sure that the lakes are not harmed 
by development. 
 
We can all help keep the lakes the centerpiece of our community. Individually we help protect the lakes when 
we minimize the fertilizers we use, take the correct precautions when moving between lakes, and by never 
dumping anything in to the lakes. Tell our elected officials that protecting the lakes is a priority. Support the 
local businesses that care enough about our lakes to support our association - Karen Mortenson of Move It Real 
Estate Group, McDonald's of Chisago City, and Michael O’Mally State Farm Insurance. But, one of the easiest 
and most beneficial things you can do to help our lakes is to be a continued member of the association and to 
ask your neighbors to join the association. More members means we can do more fun things, take more direct 
actions, and speak with a louder voice if necessary. 
 
Enjoy the rest of the summer! 

CLLA 2018 Upcoming Events 

Sunset Flotilla 8:00 August 25th Chisago off Paradise Park 

Labor Day Paddle 12:30 September 3rd Rendezvous at  

Lindstrom Beach 

Regular MEETINGS 

 

 

6:30 

October 9th 

January 8th 

April 2nd 

Eagle Ridge Lodge* 

* Regular Meetings are now at Eagle Ridge Lodge 11104 Eagle Ridge Court Chisago 



Website:   

www.clla-lakes.com 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/

ChisagoLindstromLakeAssoci-

ation/ 

Email Address: 

Chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc 

@gmail.com 

 

Mailing Address: 

CLLA 

P O Box 44 

Lindstrom, MN 55045 

Chisago Lindstrom Lakes Association  
Treasurer’s Report - June, 2017 to June 2018 
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Beginning balance: $ 3,285 

Ending balance: $ 3,210 

 

Deposits 
Memberships and CLLA “Swag”: $1,711 

DNR and LID AIS treatment reimbursements: $7,474 

 

Total Deposits: $9,185 

 

Expenditures 
AIS treatment expenses: $7,566 

CLLA Operating Expenses: $1,694 (Initial $1,070 purchase of CLLA 

banner and 50 flags included) 

 

Total CLLA Expenditures: $9,260 

 

Notes: Numbers rounded up or down to nearest dollar. 

Actual cost to CLLA for 2017 AIS treatment was $92.00. 

 

Report submitted by CLLA Treasurer Steve Paquay. 

 

It’s not too late to pay your $30 CLLA dues! 

Stay in Touch  

With Your Lake  

Association 

Corporate Sponsor 

http://www.clla-lakes.com
http://www.facebook.com/ChisagoLindstromLakeAssociation/
http://www.facebook.com/ChisagoLindstromLakeAssociation/
http://www.facebook.com/ChisagoLindstromLakeAssociation/
mailto:Chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc%20@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter
mailto:Chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc%20@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter
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New Regulations for 
Keeping Northerns 

This Northern Pike fishing season (May 12, 2018 to February 

24, 2019), the Minnesota DNR adopted a zoned approach  for 

describing how many Northern Pikes may be in a person’s 

possession.  In our area, the North-Centrlal Zone, fishing li-

cense holders may have  10 Northerns, not more than 2 of 

which can be over 26 inches.  All Northerns between 22-26 

inches must be immediately released.   

If you plan on fishing outside of our zone, you may want to 

check the much more restrictive possession regulations for 

the other zones. An online version of this year’s fishing regula-

tions booklet can be found here. 

Lots of walleyes are headed for our lakes this year!  The DNR’s Division of Fish and 

Wildlife plans to stock Chisago Lake with 695 pounds of walleye fingerlings  and 

South Lindstrom Lake will be the new home to 202 pounds of fingerlings.   

North Lindstrom Lake is not stocked due to lack of public access, but walleye do 

migrate through the channels.  Kroon Lake is not stocked for walleye and stocking 

of other species is not necessary because the populations maintain themselves. 

Walleye fingerlings are 4-6 inches in length.  They can take 3-5 years to reach 1 

pound, or about 14 inches in length.   

The Fisheries people adjusted the stocking plan for our lakes this year to use fin-

gerlings instead of the much smaller, and less expensive, fry.  In past years the 

DNR stocked using walleye fry, but tests later in the year indicated that there 

were not enough of the stocked fry present.  Several factors influence the success 

of fry stocking but fingerling are considered more dependable. 

2018 Walleye Stocking 

“ You can’t buy happiness, but you can buy a fishing poll, 

and that’s pretty much the same thing.” 

https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/rlp/regulations/fishing/fishing_regs.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=bookmarks


Blue-Green Algae: If in Doubt, Stay Out 

With warm temperatures blue-green algae 

starts to appear in some lakes.  The prob-

lem will increase as waters continue to 

warm.  Blooms can look like pea soup, 

green paint, or floating mats of scum that 

sometimes have a bad smell.  Blooms 

aren’t always large and dense; sometimes 

they only cover small portions of the lake 

or are suspended in the water and don’t 

form a surface scum.  Unfortunately, some 

of these blooms can produce toxins that 

are harmful to people and pets. 

People can become sick after they recreate 

in water that has toxic blue-green algae by 

swallowing or having skin contact with wa-

ter or by breathing in tiny droplets of water 

in the air.  In most people, symptoms are 

mild and may include vomiting, diarrhea, 

rash, eye irritation, cough, sore throat, and 

headache. 

Dogs are at particular risk because they 

tend to swallow more water than humans 

while swimming and lick their coats after 

swimming, swallowing the algae on their 

fur.  Dogs exposed to toxic blue-green al-

gae can experience symptoms such as 
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vomiting, diarrhea, rash, difficulty breathing, gen-

eral weakness, liver failure and seizures.  If your 

dog has symptoms after visiting a lake, seek veteri-

nary care immediately. In the worst cases, blue-

green algae exposure can cause death. 

There is no way to tell if a bloom is toxic just by 

looking at it.  People and pets should avoid water 

that has a blue-green algal bloom and any algal 

debris that may wash up on shore.  If you or your 

pet come in contact with blue-green algae, wash 

off with fresh water as soon as possible. 

There are currently no short-term solutions to fix a 

blue-green algal bloom.  With high temperatures, 

blue-green algal blooms will be common on many 

Minnesota lakes this summer.  A change in weath-

er– rain, clouds, or wind– will break up a bloom. 

Reducing the amount of nutrients in lakes would 

improve overall water quality and reduce harmful 

algae blooms.  Maintaining a buffer around lakes 

and rivers can help reduce the amount of nutrients 

that reach the lake.  Homeowners can help by 

sweeping up lawn clippings, leaves, and soil off 

sidewalks and pavement, and cleaning up pet 

waste, so that rain storms don’t  wash the material 

into nearby lakes and rivers. 

By Pam Anderson of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, for more info see this MPCA page. 

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/blue-green-algae-and-harmful-algal-blooms


The Freshwater Society has developed an interactive map showing 
the source of water for every brewery in Minnesota.  This appears to 
be yet another innovative approach to getting people to realize how 
important our water resources are and that taking them for granted 
could have consequences (no beer!).  
 
By clicking on a mapped brewery, viewers get information on its wa-
ter source and the current threats to that source.  For example, the 
Lift Bridge Brewing Co. in Stillwater gets its water from the Jordan and 
Prairie Du Chien aquifers which are challenged by a diminishing sup-
ply of ground water due to over-pumping. The Freshwater Society 
says we can help by conserving water, perhaps by timing showers or 
showering with a friend. 
 
We look forward to the addition of our area’s very own brewery and 
taproom, Uncommon Loon Brewing Company, which is scheduled to 
open this fall in Chisago City.  Area residents Brad Klatt, Mark (Corky)  
Skoglund and John Cariveau are the brewery owners currently hard at 
work turning the former Chisago City Fire Station into a craft brewery 
with space for the public to enjoy the brews.  The Chisago City Com-
munity Center is being renovated into an event space.    
 
For more information, pictures, and the impressive list of beers we 
can look forward to, follow these links to the  Uncommon Loon Brew-
ing Company’s website and Facebook page. 
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Beer: It’s All About the Water 

“There are more loons 

in Minnesota—an esti-
mated 4,600 territorial 
pairs or 52% of the 
breeding population—
than in all U.S. states 
(except Alaska).  

To interact with the 

Freshwater Society 

Beer/Water map, click 

here. 

The Uncommon Loon Brew-

ing Company logo above was 

created by local artist Kay 

Oien.  See the last two para-

graphs below for more info. 

Loon Talk 

Have you noticed how many loons 

have made our lakes home this sum-

mer?  Each of our lakes seems to 

have at least one pair.  And if you’ve 

been out at night, you’ve no doubt 

heard them.  Ever wonder what 

those crazy calls mean? 

 

The Loon Preservation Committee 

breaks it down like this: 

 

The tremolo, or crazy laugh, signals 

alarm or may be used to defend ter-

ritories. 

 

The wail, like a wolf howl, is used for 

social interactions between loons. 

 

The yodel is only used by males to 

defend territories. 

 

The hoot, which sounds like ‘hot’ is 

mostly used to check up on family 

members. 

 

To listen to examples and learn 

more, check out the The Loon 

Preservation Committee’s  website. 

http://www.uncommonloonbrewing.com/
http://www.uncommonloonbrewing.com/
https://www.facebook.com/uncommonloonbrewing/?ref=page_internal
https://freshwater.org/beer/
http://www.loon.org/voice-loon.php
http://www.loon.org/voice-loon.php


 The little cabin on Sullivan Lake in Morrison 
County is trim and tidy, with a fresh coat of green 
paint, a meticulously mowed lawn, and a rock-rimmed 
fire ring that looks like a great place for a marshmallow 
roast. But as Paul Kuske, conservation officer for the 
Department of Natural Resources, hops out of his pa-
trol truck for a closer look, the scene loses a bit of its 
luster: Singed bits of newspaper skitter across the 
grass, propelled by a late-summer breeze coming off 
the lake. 
 Rummaging through the ashes, Kuske soon 
identifies the remains of household garbage, including 
melted plastics. A brass nozzle protruding from a tubu-
lar chunk of charred material tells him that a garden 
hose was torched. 
 Burning things such as plastics and rubber re-
leases the potent carcinogen dioxin and other toxic 
compounds into the air, soil, and water. Almost all gar-
bage in the modern waste stream releases toxins when 
burned, and these toxins can harm human health as 
well as local wildlife and habitat. Garbage burning also 
starts wildfires every year in Minnesota.  
 Burning garbage, whether in a fire pit or a burn 
barrel, has been against the law for decades in this 
state. But it appears that many Minnesotans are still 
unaware, confused, or defiant when it comes to burn-
ing garbage. In a 2010 survey conducted by the Minne-
sota Pollution Control Agency, 33 percent of rural Min-
nesotans said they sometimes burn trash.  
 Where There's Smoke. All across Minnesota, 
people are burning garbage. They are jamming cabin 
trash into barrels and igniting it like Grandpa did. They 
are tossing cans, bottles, bait containers, and spent 
shotgun shells onto campfires. They are cleaning out 
their barns and garages and basements and making 
bonfires of abandoned belongings. They are stacking 
up pallets way out back, setting them ablaze, and toss-
ing an old couch on top—after midnight. Sometimes a 
landowner demolishes an entire house or building, 
burns the debris in a pit, then buries the ashes. The 
toxins produced by these burns add up to a major 
source of pollution. 

A Burning Problem 
Torching garbage has serious    
consequences for the environ-

ment—yet it's a Minnesota habit 
that's been hard to break. 

This article by author Keith Goetzman is 

partially reprinted here from Minnesota 

Conservation Volunteer, the May, June, 

2016 issue. To read the full article and 

other related information, click here. 

To learn more about the successful re-

sults of the Chisago County Burn Barrel 

Buy Back program, click here. 
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 "The open burning of household waste 
here in Minnesota contributes to 50 percent of 
the known dioxins generated in the state," says 
Henry Fisher, MPCA coordinator for illegal burn-
ing abatement. Nationally, garbage burning is 
the largest source of human-caused dioxin emis-
sions, according to the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. 
 Dioxins occur naturally but in much 
smaller and more dispersed amounts than those 
released when people burn plastics or chlorinat-
ed compounds. Dioxins are ubiquitous in the 
modern waste stream because plastics and chlo-
rine are ubiquitous in modern consumer prod-
ucts and packaging. Even a sheet of lily-white 
paper emits dioxins when burned. "Chlorine is 
used to essentially bleach paper," says Fisher. 
"It's used to clean just about everything that we 
put out for consumption." 

Modern garbage, with its plastics and coatings, 

doesn’t belong in old-fashioned burning barrels or 

backyard bonfires 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/issues/2016/may-jun/illegal-burning.html
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/waste/4bs-program-burn-barrel-buy-back


Stop the Burn 
(Continued from Page 5) 

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever 
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higher than 3 feet, and a 5-foot area around the fire is 
cleared of combustible material. 
 The only type of household waste that's legal to 
burn is clean, unpainted, untreated wood scraps. If an 
area has a temporary burn ban because of dangerously 
dry conditions, no fires are allowed. 
 It's also legal to burn brush such as dry leaves, 
plant clippings, and other yard waste if you obtain a 
permit to use either an open fire or a burn barrel con-
structed to legal specifications. (Local fire wardens and 
the DNR issue $5 annual permits. A permit isn't needed 
for any open fire if at least 3 inches of snow cover the 
ground or if you're using a legal burn barrel between 6 
p.m. and 8 a.m.) 
 In his 27 years as a conservation officer, Kuske 
has never seen a burn barrel built to legal specs. Most 
owners of illegal barrels, when questioned, say they use 
them only for yard waste. It usually takes only a peek 
inside to see otherwise. 
 Why do so many Minnesotans burn their trash? 
For many rural residents responding to that question on 
the MPCA's statewide burning survey, it comes down to 
"habit and convenience," says MPCA solid waste super-
visor Mark Rust. 
 For many people, he says, it's an unexamined 
family practice to burn garbage at the cabin, rural 
home, or farm. Some claim they don't know the law, 
though it's been on the books since the 1980s. A few 
are well aware of the law and determined not to follow 
it. Some rural residents are a long way from garbage 
and recycling drop-off sites. Some say they can't afford 
the waste hauling fees in their area. 
 One MPCA initiative helped Chisago County im-
plement a "burn barrel buy back" program. It invited 
residents to turn in their barrels, no questions asked, in 
return for a six-month, half-off discount on garbage 
hauling. 
 Sparking Changes. When DNR conservation 
officers and local law enforcement authorities write a 
ticket for illegal burning, it's typically a misdemeanor, 
with fines seldom topping $2,000. The MPCA focuses on 
investigating larger-scale violations and can issue civil 
penalties starting at $3,500. Spring and fall—when peo-
ple tend to do cleaning, decluttering, and yard work—
are the busiest periods. 

 Dioxins released by the low burning temper-
ture of a garbage fire become airborne and land on 
land or water. They persist in the environment and 
bioaccumulate, ascending the food chain as they 
enter the bodies of successively larger animals. Hu-
man beings take in dioxins when eating fish, meat, 
and dairy products derived from creatures that have 
been exposed to the chemicals. 
 Dioxins, in addition to being carcinogenic, 
belong to the class of chemicals known as endocrine 
disruptors, which can harm human health in very 
small concentrations. "Studies have shown that it 
also affects the reproductive aspects of fish and 
birds and mammals," says Fisher. "Those dioxins 
don't have to fall far from burn barrels that are out 
in the backyard, next to the lakeshore, to have an 
impact on the whole food chain." 
 Trash burning can emit many other toxic 
compounds. Benzene, linked to leukemia, is in poly-
styrene-foam products such as coffee cups and 
packing foam. Formaldehyde is a carcinogen that 
can also irritate skin, eyes, nose, and throat. It is in 
pressed-board products such as plywood, parti-
cleboard, and fiberboard, often used in household 
furniture. Plastics and dyes may contain polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons, also carcinogenic. Many 
other toxins join the mix if the burner tosses things 
like batteries, electronics, paints, or herbicides onto 
the pyre. And virtually any fire produces fine partic-
ulates that can enter lungs. If anyone is under the 
illusion that their trash fire is harmless, they are al-
most certainly wrong. As one awareness-raising 
MPCA campaign says: "If you're burning gar-
bage, you're making poison." 
 

“The only type of household waste 

that's legal to burn is clean, unpaint-

ed, untreated wood scraps.“ 
 
Know the Laws. It's pretty cut-and-dried what can 
and cannot be legally burned in Minnesota. A wood-
fueled campfire is OK—provided it's in a ring no 
more than 3 feet in diameter, the flames reach no 

https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/wildfire/burnbarrel.pdf
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/w-hhw1-17.pdf
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/questions.html


Invasive Weed Control 
Funding Changes 

Due to Minnesota legislative 

funding reductions , the DNR 

will not offer grants for con-

trolling invasive weeds like 

Eurasian Watermilfoil and 

Curly-leaf Pondweed in 2018 

or 2019.  Beyond 2019, the 

fate of DNR AIS grants is un-

clear, but it is possible grants 

will not be reinstated.   

In recent years the DNR pro-

vided about $1,000-$1,700 to 

the CLLA for approved spray-

ing projects. 

The Chisago Lakes Lake Im-

provement District (LID) 

stepped in with a change in 

policy to cover some of the 

missing  DNR funding, but the 

CLLA will also have to contrib-

ute more toward the total 

amount of weed treatment. 

Click on the following links for 

more information on the 

DNR’s funding of invasive spe-

cies projects: 

Minnesota DNR ends invasive-

species grants to local groups, 

citing budget crunch 

If you would like to make a 

donation to the CLLA to help 

with AIS costs, please contact 

us by email here:  

 Chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc 
@gmail.com 

2018 CLLA  Invasive Weed Treatment 
It has been an interesting year for the CLLA AIS committee.  Back in 
April, all of our Curly Leaf Pondweed permits were rejected by the 
DNR.  This was not because of lack of weeds but because of changing 
requirements from the DNR that weren’t communicated with the lake 
associations or to the applicator companies.  We then worked with our 
AIS treatment company (Lake Management Inc - https://
lakemanagementinc.com/ ) to rewrite our permit applications.   Lake 
Management then did an AIS delineation which is a detailed AIS survey 
in the potential treatment areas, validating the quantity and types of 
AIS present in these areas.  Our permits were then submitted, ap-
proved and these areas were successfully treated.  You can see the 
treated areas on the map. 
The CLLA AIS committee then did their first AIS delineation, looking for 

Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) in the south end of Chisago Lake.  This 

was the area where we saw a dense growth of EWM last year.  We 

were pleasantly supposed to find that the EWM didn’t come back this 

year as thick as it had in the past, so no treatment in that area was re-

quested. 

The only other treatment that was permitted this year was the channel 

under HW 8 between North and South Lindstrom.  This treatment was 

done in July and the City of Lindstrom generously paid for it.   

We want to thank the City of Lindstrom for their consideration 

and generosity in these times of reduced funding! 
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https://www.twincities.com/2017/11/16/minnesota-dnr-ends-invasive-species-grants-to-local-groups-citing-budget-crunch/
https://www.twincities.com/2017/11/16/minnesota-dnr-ends-invasive-species-grants-to-local-groups-citing-budget-crunch/
https://www.twincities.com/2017/11/16/minnesota-dnr-ends-invasive-species-grants-to-local-groups-citing-budget-crunch/
mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com?subject=AIS%20Weed%20Treatment
mailto:chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc@gmail.com?subject=AIS%20Weed%20Treatment
https://lakemanagementinc.com/
https://lakemanagementinc.com/


The Phragmites Invasion 

Invasive Phragmites is here and spreading fast.  This plant, 
also known as common reed, is a perennial wetland grass 
that can grow to be over 15 feet tall.  It invades wet habi-
tats including lake shores, river banks, and wetlands, push-
ing out native species and reducing the habitat quality for 
wildlife. This species will spread by root fragments, root 
runners and windblown seeds.  Once established these 
plants will re-grow after being cut or burned.    

The University of Minnesota ran a research program last 
summer to find where Invasive Phragmites can be found in 
our area.  The map (below right) shows the locations 
where this plant has been confirmed.  Each subsequent 
investigation has found more Invasive Phragmites in our 
area that has been confirmed and added to the map.   

There is a lot of good information on the DNR website on 
how to recognize and control Invasive Phragmites, so for 
more information please use the following link: 
www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/aquaticplants/
phragmites/    (To learn how to recognize invasive Phrag-
mites, use this guide and if you see a population that you 
suspect as invasive, send an email to MNPhrag@umn.edu 
to report your sighting. 
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While Invasive Phragmites is a huge problem on the 

Center Lakes, it is finding it’s way to our lakes.  Explore 

the map here. 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/aquaticplants/phragmites/
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/aquaticplants/phragmites/
https://www.maisrc.umn.edu/sites/maisrc.umn.edu/files/mnphrag_identification_guide_v2018.pdf
mailto:MNPhrag@umn.edu?subject=Phragmites%20Sighting
https://www.maisrc.umn.edu/phragmites-map


Starry Trek 
Citizen Scientists were asked to 

volunteer for a statewide search 

for starry stonewort and other 

aquatic invasive species on Au-

gust 18th.  Volunteers from our 

area met at the Wyoming Library 

for an organizational meeting.  

They then set out to search for 

invasives with the idea that if 

found early enough, destructive 

species may possibly be eradicat-

ed. To follow the news on Starry 

Trek, check the University of 

Minnesota website here: 

www.maisrc.umn.edu/starrytrek  

 

If you see Starry Stonewort, even 

if you aren’t positive, contact the 

CLLA  immediately at:  

Chisago.lindstrom.lakes.assc 

@gmail.com 

Starry Stonewort—The Latest Aquatic 
Invasive Species Threat to Our Lakes 

Ask the property owners on Minnesota’s Lake Koronis about how 
Starry Stonewort impacted recreation on their lake and they will 
tear up. This Aquatic Invasive Species native to Eurasia was uninten-
tionally introduced into the Great Lakes through the discharge of 
contaminated cargo ship ballast water.  Starry Stonewort was first 
found in Lake Koronis in 2015, and has since spread to 11 Minneso-
ta lakes. 

Starry Stonewort forms dense mats at the water’s surface that in-
hibits water recreationists. It overtakes habitat and outcompetes 
native weeds. It isn’t suitable for providing shelter, food or nesting 
habitat for native animals. It spreads unnaturally fast and it’s often 
the start of the death of a lake. 

Starry Stonewort is a brushy, bright green macro-algae. It produces 
a characteristic star-shaped bulbil that is the size of a grain of rice. 
Current control methods include mechanical (hand-pulling, suction 
dredging or weed harvester) and herbicide but both methods are 
extremely expensive. 

It is imperative that boaters follow the  
CLEAN, DRAIN, DISPOSE and DRY best practices 
 

People spread starry stonewort through the movement of water-
related equipment. Since even a small fragment or bulbil can start a 
new infestation, it is imperative that boaters follow the  CLEAN, 
DRAIN, DISPOSE and DRY best practices.  

See www.dnr.state.mn.us/insavices/aquaticplants/starrystonewort/
index.html for more information. 
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Let’s Go Fishing Volunteer Opportunity 
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If you were unable to make the CLLA annual 

meeting in May, you missed hearing about a 

local group that does awesome work on our 

lakes. The mission of the local chapter of 

the Let’s Go Fishing Program is to bring na-

ture’s healing and well-being to seniors, vet-

erans and the disabled. Their volunteers do 

that by contributing time and expertise to 

help create memories for program partici-

pants.  

 

All LGF volunteers are well-trained individu-

als who have a passion for fishing or boating 

and a caring heart for the people they serve.  

They also have a desire to share the out-

door experience with others and to create a 

community that cares for all its citizens. 

 

The East-Central Chisago Lakes chapter of 

the Let’s Go Fishing program is looking for 

additional volunteers to take our local area 

senior citizens, veterans or disabled persons 

on special outdoor recreational activities, 

whether it be bird watching, boat rides or 

fishing.  

 

If you don’t have the time right now to vol-

unteer, they do accept monetary donations 

to help cover the cost of the cookies and gas 

for each outing. Please contact Let’s Go 

Fishing at 651-402-5960 or go to their web-

site here or at www.lgfws.com - select affili-

ates and choose East Central if you are able 

to help this outstanding group! 

“Bringing Nature’s healing and well-being to 

seniors, veterans, and the disabled”  

Corporate Sponsor 

https://eastcentralmn.lgfws.com/
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